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FOREWORD 


The Pacific Conference of Churches has 
at last overcome its reluctance to give way to 
the requests of the Youth and the Women to 
be included in the Executive and decision-making 
bodies of the Churches. It has now taken' a lead 
for its members to follow. A Woman and a 
Youth member are included in the Executive 
Committee of PCC. 

The Youth, like the Women, had a 

Pre-Assembly meeting before the Pacific 
Conference of Churches' Fifth Assembly. It 
focused on the Theme of the Assembly: 
"CONFESSING JESUS CHRIST IN THE PACIFIC 
TODAY". The Bible Studies and the issues were 
more or less the same as those presented at 

the Assembly. However, it was given to the 
Youth to discuss these matters from their own 
perspective as Youth of the Pacific and as 
Christians. 

When their report was presented at the 

Assembly, it was well co-ordinated and well 

thought out, so that it received a good hearing 
and presented a challenge for those present. 
By allowing the Youth to organize their own 
programme and to deal with the issues themselves 
at their meeting without^ prepared work by some¬ 
one else beforehand, it helped them to feel 
that the results of their gathering came from 
them. I was present to start off the meeting, 
but the able Chairmanship of Rev. Suamalie Iosefa 
of Tuvalu and the assistance of Fr. Zewen, Fr. 
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Tevita Kolomatangi, Feke and Muli helped the 
Youth meeting greatly. The Opening Service 
at the Roman Catholic Basilica and the help 
of the Churches and their leaders made the Youth 
Assembly fruitful in every way. The presence 
of overseas Youth representatives from a previous 
meeting organized by the World Council of 
Churches enriched the gathering. 

I hope that this report will be made widely 
available to all Youth Groups so that many of 
its findings and recommendations may help the 
different youth groups now and in the next four 
years so that there is a follow-up before the 
Sixth Assembly in 1991. 

May God's Holy Name be praised by people 
of all ages in the Pacific today. 


Yours sincerely, 



+ Jabez Polynesia 
October 86 


I 
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The Conference was held at the Havelu 
Methodist Church Hall, in the centre of 
Nukualofa, Tonga, from September 7 to 12 1986. 

Most of the delegates arrived on Saturday, 
September 6th and were billeted with Tongan 
families. 


DAY 1 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 

A. OFFICIAL OPENING 

The official opening was held on Sunday 
afternoon at the Basilica of. St. Anthony 
of Padua. Present at the official opening 
were Bishop Jabez Bryce, the Anglican 
Bishop in Polynesia, and Chairman of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches, and Bishop 
Patelisio Finau, the Catholic Bishop of 
Tonga, who is also a member of PCC 
Executive Committee. 

B. DELEGATES AND OBSERVERS 

Apart from the official delegates from PCC 
member churches and NCCs, there were 
also some of the delegates from the WCC 
youth meeting (also at Nukualofa) which 
had just ended and who then attended the 
PCC meeting as observers. 

Among them, were Ms Nirmala Fenn, of 
the WCC Youth Desk in Geneva, and young 
people from East Germany, Canada, 
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Mozembique, Jamaica, Fiji, PNG and France. 

There were also some local observers sent 
from the Tongan churches and one from 
the Maori Anglican Church, New Zealand. 

It was good opportunity for all of these 
young people to meet, exchange information 
and share visions. 

DAY 2 

MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 8th 


A. BIBLE STUDY 

The first Bible study was led by Rev. Lopeti 
Taufa, from the Free Wesleyan Church, 
on the theme "Confessing Jesus, the Chosen 
one" [Luke 9:28-36]. Having gone through 
the test of the transfiguration, he reminded 
us this event presumedly occured eight days 
after Jesus had spoken of his suffering and 
death to come, Rev. Taufa pointed out that 
the cloud descending upon the mountain 
was symbolic of the presence of Yahweh. 
He then related the passage to the theme: 
"Confessing Jesus Christ in the Pacific 
today." 

It is not a question of confessing WHAT, 
but of confessing WHOM. Pacific islanders 
are often very complacent, asking for three 
booths on the mountain, whereas, in this 
day of new colonial era, there is work to 
do for Christ the Liberator. The mission 
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of the church, however, is to go down to 
the people, to bring them the WORD and 
publicly to confess before them our faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

The Youth were reminded that they repre¬ 
sented about 60% of the Pacific population 
and that they were NOT to be complacent. 

B. FIRST SESSION CHAIRED BY BISHOP 
BRYCE 

He reminded the group of the purpose of 
the pre-assembly Meeting. Delegates were 
referred to the Recommendations of the 
Pacific Youth to the 4th PCC Assembly 
at Nuku'alofa in 1981. (1) 

Bishop Bryce recalled some of the issues 
facing Christians today: rapid proliferation 
of sects, distances in communications within 
the Pacific, difficulties of working together 
between Micronesia, Polynesia and Melanesia 
and also between the English-speaking and 
the French-speaking people. 

He also questioned the churches on how 
seriously they are taking their commitment, 
to ecumenism. He reminded all that it 
was necessary to be clear on that point 
on the national level. He also commended 
Tonga and the TNCC for its good work. 

The youth will have two main tasks during 
this conference: 
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1. to formulate the recommendations and 
resolutions to take to the 5th General 
Assembly at Apia. 

2. to take the same resolutions home and 
work for their implementation. 

C. ELECTIONS 


Bishop Bryce made it very clear to the 
youth, that this was to be their Conference 
and they were to chair it, the way they 
felt was best. They therefore were to elect 
their officers and committee. 

Rev. Feke Mafi was appointed as steward 
and elections were organised. 

Chairman: Rev. Suamalie Iosefa, from the 
Tuvalu Christian Church. 

Minutes Secretary : Mrs Judith Denaro, from 
the PCC staff, who was 
appointed by Bishop Bryce. 

Steering Committee: 

- Ronald Ziru, from the United Church 
of PNG and the Solomon Islands. 

- Rev. Oota Tiota from the Kiribati 
Protestant Church. 

- Mrs Tungane Williams, from the Cook 
Islands Christian Church. 

- Father Tevita Koloamatangi, from the 
Anglican Church in Tonga. 
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D. 


REPORTS 


The delegates then presented their country 

reports. 

(a) Report from the Anglican Youth of 
the Diocese of Polynesia, presented 
by Jone Dauwe (see report III, 
page 37 ) and prepared by Rev. Billy 
Wilson. 

(b) Report from the Young People's Depart¬ 
ment of the Methodist Church in Fiji, 
presented by Samuela Koroi (see rpport 
II, page 30 ). Some of the issues /men¬ 
tioned were crime, drinking, unemploy¬ 
ment, illegitimate pregnancies. Also, 
the need for a stronger leadership and 
motivation was also emphasized. 

(c) Verbal report from the Youth of the 
United Church of PNG and the Solomon 
Islands, presented by Mongola Kamiali 
(see report IX, page 60 ). 

He mentioned the booklets that Jobson 
Misang has published as projects for 
the International Year of Youth, with 
the encouragement of the MCC. 

He insisted that Bible studies alone 
were not going to heal the ills of youth 
today, but that there had to be a politi¬ 
cal, economic and social programmes, 
with due consideration to training and 
financial problems. 
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He also stressed the point that tradi¬ 
tional religious teaching did not 
encompass total human development. 

(d) Report from the Youth of the Vanuatu 
Presbyterian Church, presented by Johney 
Albert (see report XV, page 78). 

(e) Verbal reports from the Congregational 
then the Methodist Churches of Western 
Samoa, presented by Pepe Va'a and 
Talomua Mona (see report XVI and 
XVII, pages 85 & 86 ) 

This was not submitted in a written 
form, but was made up later from the 
minutes. 

Talomua Mona spoke strongly on Chris¬ 
tian living as opposed to Christian 
teaching. Some people, he added, prac¬ 
tically knew their Bible by heart, but 
didn't practise what they preached. 

Discipleship is not a once and for all 
experience but an ongoing process of 
growth and learning. 

Many of the delegates echoed this 
feeling and stressed the need to reach 
out to all sections of youth, not only 
within the framework of a specific 
church but also largely to those who 
had fallen away or never practised their 
faith. If youth are attracted to 
fashions, music and Walkman radios, 
it is not enough to say "Don't, don't", 
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all the time without offering an attrac¬ 
tive alternative. Youth cannot be forced 
to accept Jesus, they must be attracted 
to Jesus. 

(f) Report from the Cook Islands Christian 
Church Youth, presented by Rima 
Williams (see report I, page 26 ). 

Rima mentioned that Baha'is and 
Jehovah's Witnesses were enticing youth 
away from the Cook Islands Christian 
Church. He also stressed that out of 
11,890 church-going Christians, no more 
than 200 knew Jesus as their personal 
Saviour. He asked them how could 
people confess Christ without knowing 
him. 

(g) Report from the Youth from the Evange¬ 
lical Church of French Polynesia, 
presented by Gilbert Mootere (see report 
IV, page 42 ) 

Gilbert was asked if there were sects 
in Tahiti and he answered there were 
many: SDA, Jehovah's Witnesses, Alle- 
Luya's, Pentecostalists, Mormons, etc... 
But to him, what mattered was NOT 
the name of the Church but to WHOM 
they prayed. 

Christine Muller, from East Germany, 
asked a question about the involvement 
of the Youth against nuclear testings 
at Mururoa. Gilbert said, that many 
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youths don't really feel concerned about 
the problem. He reminded everybody 
that the Evangelical Church of French 
Polynesia had just taken a strong stand 
against the nuclear issues, but that many 
youths didn't really see the long term 
problems. And of course, he added 
that the families earning good money 
at Mururoa were all in favour of the 
nuclear testing whereas, those gaining 
nothing were against it. 

Nirmala Fenn of the WCC told the youth 
they had an enormous responsibility 
wherever people were exploited and 
endangered. She felt very pained that 
all Tahitian youth don't feel concerned 
with the nuclear question. She felt 
it was their duty to get informed and 
tell the world. She mentioned she would 
make sure that she sends regular 
information on this issue to the Pacific. 
She also mentioned the New Exodus 
has been available for sale at PCC. 
( 2 ) 

Andre Passa, a New Caledonian youth 
studying in France, stated that this 
mentality of passivity has been inculca¬ 
ted into the youth by French pressure. 
Youth in French Polynesia are financially 
dependent on France and though often 
unemployed, still have plenty of money. 
It is an easy life as long as they remain 
a French colony and the colonial status 
and the nuclear testings go hand in 
hand. 
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(h) Report from the TNCC Youth Committee 
Tonga, by Rev. Feke Mafi (see report 
XIII page 69 ) 

Rev. Feke gave a very clear account 
of the t Tonga National Council of 
Churches Youth Committee. 

(i) Report from Nauru Congregational 

Church Youth Fellowship presented by 
Roxen Agadio (see report VI, page 49 ) 


DAY 3 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th 
A. BIBLE STUDY 

The Bible study was led by Sister Luisa 
Tupou of the Catholic Church. The text 
was "A Woman Confessing Christ." (John 
11:17-27). With Georghe Zamfir music 
playing softly from a tape recorder, she 
read out the Bible passage. Then she called 
on different groups to come and act out 
in mime the verse she gave them on a piece 
of paper. The idea coming out was: what 
is the gift of God has given ME? Am I 
Mary? Am I Martha? Am I Lazarus? 

How do I fit into this story, with my 
commitment? 
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B. CONTINUATION OF THE COUNTRY 
REPORTS • 


(a) Report from the Youth and Sunday 
Schools of the Kiribati Protestant Church 
presented Erieru Ionatan (see report 
V, page 47) 

(b) Report from the Solomon Islands' Youth 
for Christ, presented by Freda Rove, 
representing SICA. (see report XII, 
page 67 ). She described very well 
the vigorous work of evangelisation and 
outreach this group of young people 
is carrying on, despite the opposition 
from some elders. 

(c) Report from the Youth of the United 
Church of Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands, Solomon Islands 
Regional presented by Ronald Ziru (see 
report XI, page 65 ). 

(d) Report from the Youth of Ekalesia Niue, 
presented by Kontiki Makani (see report 
VIII, page 54). He explained how their 
local youth for Christ had began very 
well, but then became disorientated. 
He attributed it to the lack of leader¬ 
ship, skills, training and commitments. 

(e) Report from the youth groups of the 

Evangelical Church in New Caledonia 
and the Loyalty Islands presented by 
Michael Wallep (see report VII, page 
51 ). It so happened that Pastor Jean 
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Wete, who was attending the conference 
as a translator, is the leader of the 
Youth Evangelisation Programme in the 
Evangelical Church. 

Michael Wallep said the lack of NCC 
in New Caledonia was probably more 
due to racial differences rather than 
the differences of structures of the 
various churches. Yet the young people 
do want a National Youth Council. 
He also mentioned the serious political 
problems, including the difficulties Kanak 
youth- has in schools, the lack of land, 
the life in reservations and the desire 
for independence. (See also the state¬ 
ment by Michael Wallep in appendix 
1 and the proposal for a petition in 
Appendix 2). 

(f) Report from the Pohnpei Youth from 

the United Church in Christ, presented 
by Miss Harleen Hanrick (see report 

X, page 62). 

(g) Report from the Tuvalu Church Youth 

prepared by Rev. Suamalie Iosefa and 
presented by Teu Manuella (see report 

XIV, page 72 ). 

The meeting was astounded that Tuvalu 
has no apparent problems. Here is a 
significant extract: 

"Peace is not merely the absence of 
war. It has a spiritual and human 
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dimension...The responsibility of the 
Church and Government is to provide 
and promote a context in which such 
conditions of peace can be attained." 

C. GENERAL DISCUSSION 


After the presentation of every delegations 

had been heard, there was a general discu¬ 
ssion. And here are the main common 

points: 

a - a wave of new sects are enticing youth 
away from their traditional Churches. 

b - increase of the problems of crime and 
alcoholism. 

c - lack of strong, trained, competent and 
committed leaders of youth. 

d - breakdown in communications between 
the youth and the older generation. 

e - urban drift partly due to the lack of 
understanding between youth and elders, 
frequently resulting in delinquency, 
crime, prostitution, etc. 

f - need of sharing basic information about 
Pacific Islands 

g - breakdown in communication between 
PCC, church leaders and youth leaders. 
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D. PRESENTATION FROM THE WCC 
OBSERVERS “ 

It took the form of a dramatic presentation, 
with all 9 participants tied together with 
a long rope, each waving individual placards 
bearing their individual demands. Then 
it came to a fight, between the various 
contradictory demands, till they all stood 
in line with a series of posters spelling 
out a message of peaceful cooperation. 
Each member of the WCC team then gave 
a brief expose on the problems of the 
country they represented. It was closed 
by a song: "They'll know we are Christians 
by our love." 


DAY 4 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th 

A. BIBLE STUDY 

It was conducted by Father Viliame Tohi 
from the Anglican Church, and based on 
I John 1:1-4, the word seen, touched and 
heard, now to be proclaimed, given, shared 
and announced to the world. 

B. GROUP DISCUSSIONS 

The delegates moved into 6 groups, with 
the following topics to discuss: 

Group 1 : How do we confess Jesus Christ 
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in the Pacific today. 

Group 2: Who is Jesus Christ in the Pacific? 

Group 3: Influence of Sects. 

Group 4: What do we mean by "Pacific 
Today"? 

Group 5: Looking at the 1981 Resolutions: 

what has been done, what resolu¬ 
tions and recommendations were 
to be taken to the General Assem¬ 
bly. 

Group 6: Communication 

The rest of the day was spent in Group 
discussions. 


DAY 5 


A. BIBLE STUDY 

Led by Rev. Feke Mafi on 1 Peter 2:1-10. 
Feke reminded all, the need to consider 
that people disregard "small stones" which 
they often stumble from and fall. However, 
it is important as youth to be living stones 
in building the spiritual temple as we 
confess Jesus Christ in the Pacific today. 

B. GROUP DISCUSSIONS 


The group discussions went on all morning. 

C. SIGHTSEEING 

Thursday afternoon was set aside for a sight 
seeing tour of the island. 
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D. SOCIAL EVENING 


The evening was a very enjoyable social 
one > the highlight of which was a tiny Tongan 
girl dressed in Tapa and dancing perfectly. 
All was organised in the crypt of the 
Basilica. 


DAY 6 

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 12th 

A. BIBLE STUDY 

Father Tevita led the last Bible study on 
Romans 10:5-21. 

He then asked each country delegation to 
pick up a coconut labelled with the name 
of their country, and set a chair on top of 
the table. Then he asked the participants to 
place the coconut anywhere on or under 
the table or the chairs. 

When this was done, he told them the ta¬ 
bles are people, themselves. The chairs 

represented our hearts and the coconuts 
Jesus, whose rightful place is the throne 
of our hearts. We have to learn to place 
Jesus at the right place. 

B. REPORTS FROM THE GROUP 
DISCUSSIONS 


Group 1: Confessing Jesus Christ in the 
Pacific today can only be effective if we 
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make a commitment to have a personal 
and close relationship with Christ. 

Group 2 & 3 : "We, the Youth of the 
Pacific, are very concerned at the presence 
and the incoming of sects and cults into 
the region. In some countries of the region, 
sects are accepted as official Churches and 
some Churches are struggling to keep them 
out or even to exclude them from their 
ecumenical body... We encourage the ecume¬ 
nical movements in each country to accept 
only those who confess : 

the Divinity of Christ 

- the authority of the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God. 

We ask the PCC to produce a book on sects 
and cults and their teachings as well as 
the Christian responses to such teachings 
(3K 

Group 4 ; We recommend that the PCC 
contact Pacific governments and urge them 
to implement positive programmes to combat 
alcohol - related problems. 

We also recommend: 

that the Family life programme of the PCC 
distribute material on alcohol and alcohol 
related problems to all member churches. 
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Concerning New Caledonia : 


it was resolved to observe November 18th, 
1986, as a day of fasting and prayer for 
New Caledonia in commemoration of the 
beginning of the Kanak joint action for 
liberation. 

Group 5 Establishment of a Youth office 
at PCC. The Interim Committee was named 
as follows; 

Suamalie Iosefa from the Church of Tuvalu. 
Feke Mafi from the Church of Tonga. 


Jobson Misang from the United Church of 
PNG and the Solomon Islands. 

John Powell from the Methodist Church 
in Fiji. Chairman of the Interim Committee. 

Mrs Tungane Williams from the Cook Island 
Christian Church. 

“Ronald Ziru, from the United Church of 
PNG and the Solomon Islands. 

The aims and objectives of the Pacific 
Ecumenical Youth Council are: 

to promote, encourage and maintain ecume¬ 
nical youth activities in the Pacific. 



Group 6 : We, the youth of the Pacific, 
are endangered by the negative influence 
of video tapes and the effect of those 
is the change in behaviour and attitude 
of the Pacific people today. We resolve 
that: the Church leaders shall liaise with 
the governments of Pacific countries to 
censor or control the importing of video 
tapes and also to penalize pirates. 

CONCLUSION 

Father Tevita, in conclusion moved that 
another Youth Assembly be held in 1989. Rev. 
Ionatan of the Kiribati Protestant Church offered 
his church as hosting body amid loud acclamation. 
John Powell is to set up the central coordination 
right away and try to arrange a meeting of the 
Interim Committee by January 1987. 

One of the outstanding features of this 
Youth conference was the sincere and constant 
prayer life of the community. At the conclusion 
of the daily meetings it end with Devotions led 
by different church groups, followed by the Bible 
study. Each meal was marked by a prayer, and 
thanksgiving afterwards. There were many occa¬ 
sions for spontaneous prayers. Prayer was in 
fact the root and foundation of the entire 
meeting. The whole meeting freely acknowledged 
that if the Lord does not build the house, in 
vain do they labour who build it, and in this spirit 
we came closer to one another and to God in 
whom we put all our trust. 

The chairman then closed the meeting 
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thanking the participants for their sharing and 
contributions and asked them to go out in 
solidarity, moved by the spirit, to confess Jesus 
Christ not squeezed into mould of the modern 
world but free in the spirit of God and in the 
loving, sharing, laughing witness of the Pacific 
people. 


Notes 

(1) These recommendations can be found in 
the 4th PCC_ Assembly Report, page 279 to 
2 81. 

(2) A Call to a New Exodus , an anti-nuclear 
primer for Pacific people, by Suliana 
Siwatibau and B. David Williams, published 
by PCC 1982, 96 pages. Available at LPP. 

(3) LPP has already put out a booklet "Sects 
at Work in the Pacific " edited by Rev. 
Wellock and Rev. G. Aseta, reprinted 
in 1986, 26p, also available in Fijian. 
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REPORTS FROM THE DELEGATES 



Rev. Suamalie Iosefa from the Tuvalu Church 
Chairman of the Conference 







I - COOK ISLANDS 


FROM THE COOK ISLANDS CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
Presented by Rim a Williams 


I. YOUTH, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 

SOCIAL CHANGES: 

Youth is not directly developed. By the 

development of Youth, I refer to areas such as 
tertiary education, for training our Young People 
to participate in Economic Development,, 
tourism, agriculture, small businessess and many 
other areas which provide employment in the 

Cook Islands. 

After formal secondary education, Youth 
is forgotten. There is no training apart from 
the Cook Islands Apprenticeship Scheme to tie 
them to employement. There is little opportuni¬ 
ties . for them to be eventually employed. There 
seems to be a marked trend of a breakdown, in the 
traditional disciplinary control, i.e. parent versus 
children. 

This is because the overseas influences are 
becoming stronger everyday through the advance 
of tourism, video, films etc. 

Solution 


More training facilities be given to Youth 
to provide them with productive activities i.e. 
small community projects. Interest should be 
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directed on to land. 


2. YOUTH AND WITNESS 


The Youth population in the Cook Islands 
is not well represented in Church Membership. 
Many attend church but they are not all true 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

A. Reasons 

a. Conflict of Interest. 

b. The language sometimes is not under¬ 
stood by Youth. 

c. The Sermons are boring and long. 

d. Outside Activities are more attractive 
to Youth then Church activities. 

B. Solution 


a. To provide a similar kind of entertain¬ 
ment like Video, films or other sport 

activities and at the same time introduce 
Biblical films and many other Bible 
Activities. 

b. There is a saying "If you cannot beat 

them, join them." We should definitely 

think about it. 

c. Start prayer meetings in the Youth 

groups. 


3. 


YOUTH, EVANGELISM AND ECUMENISM 


With regards to the above, we are holding 
Youth rally every three months with all Youth 
in the Cook Islands, in each island, and there 
each group performs dramas from the Bible or 
other Youth activities. 

We also have combined church parades for 
all organisations with uniforms. Some also get 
together with Youth from outside the country, 
like Youth with a Mission. 

In fact we have a good relationship with 
other denominations like the Mormons, the Seventh 
Day Adventist and others and we have a Religion 
Advisory Council to monitor programmes for big 
occasions like Anzac Day and others. But religion 
wise, they go their way, we go our way! 

A. Questions: 


a. Are the Mormons, SDA, Baha'is and 
Jehovah's Witnesses and other denomina¬ 
tions part of the Ecumenical movement? 

b. At the moment we are finding it hard 
to train Youth in the outer islands, 
because of lack of finance. Can there 
be a way or can PCC sponsor our Youth 
leaders in Rarotonga to train the Youth 
Leaders in the outer islands, or can 
you send a person from your end to 
the Cook Islands to train the Youth 
Leaders both in Rarotonga and the Outer 
Islands? 


28 



4. RECOMMENDATION 

A. That PCC sponsor a person to come 
to the Cook Islands to train our Youth 
Leaders. 

B. That more training facilities be available 
to Youth in the Cook Islands. 

C. That you assist us financially to enable 
us to travel to the outer islands for 
YOUTH work. 

5. CONCLUSION 


Let us remember the words of the Apostle 
Paul to the church of the Colossians, which we 
feel very applicable to us today. 

"THE PEACE THAT CHRIST GIVES IS TO GUIDE 
YOU IN THE DECISION YOU MAKE FOR IT 
IS TO THIS PEACE THAT GOD HAS CALLED 
YOU TOGETHER IN THE ONE BODY AND BE 
THANKFUL...EVERYTHING YOU DO OR SAY, 
THEN, SHOULD BE DONE IN THE NAME OF 
THE LORD JESUS..." 
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II - FIJI 


FROM THE METHODIST CHURCH 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 

Presented by Samuela Koroi 


1. BACKGROUND 

The Methodist Youth Fellowship started 
in 1951 and is a member of the Fiji National 

Youth Council. The MYF } as it is often known 

to us, has had the first Methodist Youth Leaders 
Meeting in August 1953. There are Methodist 
Youth Groups both in rural and urban areas in 
Fiji and Rotuma. 

2. OBJECTIVES 

A. To promote Christian nurture of children 
and young people of our Church. 

B. To study the situation and needs of 

children and young people. 

C. To help local churches in their 

programme of Christian Education among 
children and young people in the Sunday 
Schools, day schools and youth organi¬ 
sations. 

D. To undertake the task of training Sunday 
School teachers, and MYF leaders. 
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E. To co-ordinate the various children's 
and youth's organisations within the 
Methodist Church in Fiji. 

F. To promote ecumenical fellowship and 
Service amongst the youth of various 
denominations in Fiji, the Pacific and 
elsewhere. 

3. PROGRAMMES 

Having undergone some strategic reorganisa¬ 
tion measures the Young People's Department 
Council has provisionally consented to operational 
emphasis on the following programmes. 

A- Methodist Youth Fellowship 

B- Sunday School 

C- Training 

D- Young People's Programmes 

E- Sports 

F- Community Development 

It is envisaged that an on-going review and 
evaluation of the programmes will continue to 
enrich the betterment of our support services 
to serve the Young People of our Church. Your 
deliberations indeed become our mandate. Here 
are the details of some of them. 

A. Methodist Youth Fellowship 

a. Our MYF comprises three 

distinct groups which may merge 
from time to time in order to mini¬ 
mize programmes, duplication, never¬ 
theless maximising exposure and 
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awareness. 


b. The programme of our MYF can 
best minister to all of the youth 
of our Church and community if 
it is organised on the basis of the 
needs and interests of the various 
persons within the groups. The 
groupings may be changed according 
to the public school system. 

c. In our case, the combination is quite 
different with the age grouping 
varying. For instance, we have 
tended to have only two sections 
of our MYF. 

i - Junior MYF (Secondary School) 

ii - Senior MYF (Those from 18 

years of age upwards. The 
sky is quite often the age 
limit! In fact those who were 
senior members of the MYF 
in Rev. Tuilovoni's times in 
the 1950's still cling on their 
membership in the MYF). 

B. Sunday School 

a. Our Sunday School is the official 
fellowship for Methodist children, 
dedicated to the task of winning boys 
and girls to Christ. 
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b. At least for this year we have set the 
19th October as our national examination 
date. Again, flexibility in timing is 
a prerogative. A suggested examination 
guideline is available. 

c. Residential and Mobile Training Progra¬ 
mmes for Sunday School Teachers are 
also available. 

C. Training 

a. Our emphasis this year is to provide 
training services for all those, 
wherever possible, who are engaged 
in the teaching of the Gospel to 
children and also those who are 
engaged in leadership activities in 
our two fellowships. 

b. We have already had a series of 
trials with respect to our Mobil 
training together with evaluations. 
The results are encouraging. 

c. Our current courses are as follows: 

i. Spiritual Dynamic Leadership: 

A course that puts our leaders 
along the unique and right 
perspective of God's continuing 
call. The emphasis here is the 
commitment in the Lord's 
service. 
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ii. Strategic Dynamic Leadership: 

A course that aims at strengthening 
the leadership skills of our young 
leaders. Emphasis here is on 
creativity dynamics and motivational 
approach. 

iii. Curriculum Development: 

A compact and consolidated, though 
simple course, that aims at equipping 
our Christian Education Instructors 
with an essential knowledge of lesson 
preparation. Emphasis here is on 
the art of knowledge building. 

iv. Effective Teaching Methods: 

A course that aims at building up 
the confidence in the hearts and 
minds of our instructors. Again 
emphasis is on dynamic methodology 
and dynamic presentation. 

v. For access to our training services 
you are encouraged to consult us 
for arrangements of dates, venues 
and travel. It is wise to provide 
us with a feedback of your problems 
and successes. 

D. Community Development 

a. This is a totally new programme 
that aims at complementing our 
other programmes. This time, our 
emphasis is to live the gospel the 
stewardship way through hard work. 
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b. With our continuing aims not to 
duplicate programmes, we have 
decided to merge our mobile training 
programmes with the community 
Programme of the Department of 
Christian Citizenship and Social 
Services under the wise leadership 
of its secretary, Rev. Tevita 
Nawadra. 

c. Our proposal joint programme will 
feature as follows: 

i) Spiritual leadership skills 

ii) Basic Management skills 

iii) Technical and vocational skills 

- Light Engineering Basics 

- Boat - Building know-how 

- Smokeless - stove building 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. To the Pacific Conference of Churches 

We recommend that the PCC consider 
the setting up of a Pacific Ecumenical 
Youth Council or coordinator to coordi¬ 
nate youth programmes on a regional 
level. Also, to look into the needs 
of Pacific young people in consultation 
with the Christian Education Programme. 

B. To the National Council of Churches 


We recommend that the PCC Assembly 
consider the relevance of setting up 
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National Youth Christian Councils in 
the Pacific countries in order to 
strengthen our Christian identity, as 
we profess unity through witnessing 
together as young people. 

5- CONCLUSION 

It is our vision in this meeting to establish 
links with Christian Youth Groups on the National 
level and the Pacific Regional Ecumenical Youth 
body. 



Some of the participants during the Opening 
Service. 
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Ill - FIJI - TONGA - SAMOA 

FROM THE ANGLICAN YOUTH OF POLYNESIA 

Prepared by Billy Wilson, Chaplain, and presented 
by Jone Dauwe 


The Anglican Youth of Polynesia comprises 
all the different island nations, with Fiji, Tonga 
and Samoa being the largest sections. However, 
this report refers more specifically to Fiji. 

1. ORGANISATION 


Youth Ministry has always been a part of 
the whole ministry of the Anglican Church. 

Formerly, the priest or vicar used to plan 

programmes for the year, but within the last 

decade there has been a move towards establishing 
a separate Youth Ministry within the Diocese, 

giving the young people the responsibility of 
witnessing and participating in the whole ministry 
of God's Church. 

The "Anglican Youth of Polynesia" is now 
only six months old, and has its own constitution, 
while the priest still plays an important part, 
the emphasis is now on the young people who 
are called to express, explore and respond to 
God's call in their own context. 

2. MEMBERSHIP 

There are 13 Youth Clubs within Fiji, with 
an estimated membership of 350 young people. 
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But a proper census might bring the number to 
perhaps 500. 

The most active and consistent Youth Group 
in the Diocese is that of St. Paul's, Nukualofa, 
Tonga. At last count, there were 70 members, 
ranging in age from 5 to 45. 

In Western Samoa, All Saints Anglican 
Church in Apia has been ministering to the young 
people through its Scouts, Girl Guides, Cubs and 
Brownies. Most of these young people are not 
Anglicans, but through this association, some 
have become Anglicans. 

3. PROGRAMMES 


Each individual Youth Group organizes its 
own programme for the year. This is first 
planned by the Youth officers and their priest. 
For example, these are some of the projects 
and developments in which young people in Fiji 
are involved: 

A. • Goat Farming in Wailoku - This is funded 

by the Fiji Government with the purpose 
of creating employment amongst the 
many unemployed young people there. 
The farm is on land leased by the 
Anglican Church for our Solomon descen¬ 
dants settled there. 

B. Workshop in Newtown run by St. Mark's 
Parish - The young men of this parish 
are given the chance of creating and 
building various items out of scrap 
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leather, wood, tin, iron and whatever 
is available. Their wares are sold to 
the community either from the shop 
or from stalls during festivals and 
bazaars. 

C. Pineapple plantation in Wainaloka, Ovalau 
Island - This is controlled by the Church 
and has provided employment and income 
to the community as a whole. 

D. Natoavatu Estate, Naviavia - Fr. William 
Billy, the manager, employs most of 
the young people there to collect and 
cut copra. 

4. FORTHCOMING EVENTS 1986 - 1987 

A. Youth Sunday - October 26th is the 
day for Youth throughout the Diocese 
to express and respond to their Christian 
faith. It is hoped that it will become 
and annual festival. In the Suva area, 
a Quiz Competition on Scripture and 
Christian teaching will be held. 

B. Youth Sports Day - This is planned for 
December 12th 1986, attempting to bring 
together as many Youth clubs as possible 
for fellowship and recreation. 

C. Youth Conference - No date has been 
set, though it is hoped to make it 
coincide with the Diocesan Synod in 
1987. This will be the first time that 
representatives from Youth Clubs 
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throughout the Diocese will be asked 
to attend. 

5. OTHER ISSUES 

The importance of accepting and acknow¬ 
ledging the talents and gifts young people have 
to offer in building up our community, society 
and Church cannot be ignored any longer. What 
may seem a sign of rejection and rebellion from 
the youth of today is only a portion of a life 
full of goodness and positive elements. I believe 
our young people have a clear vision of the condi¬ 
tion of our world today. The world belongs to 

young and old alike, and it is no longer a question 
of who is to be blamed, but a challenge to seek 
answers and a deep understanding that each needs 
the others' experience and gifts. 

A. Unemployment: Unemployment still remains 

the major problem for young people today, 
and is probably the root cause for many 
youth problems. Island nations should stress 
agricultural skills, and this means a change 
in the education system. With the many 

hotels in Fiji, local products are needed 
to supply their dining tables. A word of 

caution here - unemployment could easily 

be a means of, if not already, exploitation 
of our young people. 

B. Drugs: This is gradually becoming a problem 
in the region. Old people know how easy 
it is to grow marijuana for example, and 
its value overseas. It is very attractive 
financially, but it is a serious matter to 
educate our youth as to its consequences. 
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C. Traditional Values: Our young people 

ought not to forget their "good" tradi¬ 
tions and customs. They teach discipline 
and responsibility. Since the modern 

world teaches individualism, it is impor¬ 
tant that young people realize the 

importance of working as a group - 
the way of life our people are used 
to. 

D. An ecumenical youth movement in the 

South Pacific : The region is constantly 
at the mercy of the great powers of 
the world (materialistic) as they fight 
among themselves. Our young people 

ought to voice their concern and act 
responsibly as a unified group on issues 
which concern them also. Furthermore, 
our concern must not be limited to 
the region only, but must identify with 
the rest of the world. 

Young people's participation in develop¬ 
ment, the creation and building-up of 
the community, the society and the 
country are to be encouraged. Active 
participation in life's struggle has been 
the Pacific Way and is what the 
Christian life is all about. 
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IV - FRENCH POLYNESIA 

FROM THE YOUTH GROUPS OF THE 
EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Presented by Gilbert Mootere 


Iaorana tatou ite aroha ote Atua. 

I will present you five aspects of the youth 
in French Polynesia. 

1. Polynesia youth in general 

2. The Polynesian family 

3. The Evangelical Church in French Polynesia 

4. The different movements and their role 

5. Conclusions and proposals 

It is good to remember that it is only 2 
years ago that the Polynesian people have gained 
autonomy. There are three ethnic groups: the 
Tahitians, the Chinese and the part Europeans. 
All of them call themselves Polynesians. 120 
islands make up the Territory with about 174,000 
people of which 50% are under 25 years of age. 
This means that our youth represents an important 
part of the total population. 

1. THE POLYNESIAN YOUTH IN GENERAL 

We can say that in French Polynesia, youth 
is very strong and up-to-date in all discussions 
whether political, religious, social... But it is 
difficult to describe our youth. Sometimes young 
people are a source of joy and hope, sometimes 
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they are a source of anxiety, especially with 
regard to the future. Although different people 
would give a different definition of our youth 
depending on the relationship they have with 
the youth, the following points are common to 
the 3 ethnic groups. 

A. a youth who does not want to obey blindly 
any longer. 

B. a youth who is passive, so nobody will 

give it anything to do. 

C. a youth who wants to lead, so it is ready 
to take this responsibility. 

D. a youth who craves for money, so it is 
given lots of money. 

2. THE POLYNESIAN FAMILY 

The family is falling apart and parental 
roles are not functioning any more. There is 
a transition from traditional communal life to 
individualism which is characteristic of the new 
society. The Polynesian family used to be a 
larger frame work when one could find, grand¬ 
parents, parents, uncles, aunts, etc...The respon¬ 
sibility for the children was then shared by all. 

3. THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN FRENCH 

POLYNESIA -- ~ 

Since 1963 the Church is self governing. 

There are 120,000 members throughout French 
Polynesia. 60% of the population therefore belongs 
to the Evangelical Church and there is also a 
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community based in New Caledonia. 

4. THE CHURCH MOVEMENTS AND THEIR ROLES 

A. Sunday schools are found in every parish 
and cater for 19,000 children from 4 
to 18. 

B. The UCJG (Union of Christian Youth) 
with 10,000 to 25,000 members is 
present in all the islands. They repre¬ 
sent the biggest youth movement. Its 
programmes help the youth in their 
spiritual, physical, and intellectual deve¬ 
lopment. They group young people 
between the ages of 14 to 35. 

C. The CPCV (Committees of Protestant 
Holiday Centres) give training to about 
300 leaders a year for vacation centres, 
camps etc. 

D. A Boy Scout Programme. 

E. Chaplaincies in all the schools for the 
students of each class. 

All these movements tend to help the young 
people in their spiritual, physical and intellectual 
growth. 

5. CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS 


A. What we already have: 

a. Hostels for young girls 
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b. Youth movements UCJG, 
School, CPCV, Boy Scouts, 
cies, sports clubs. .. . 

Sunday 

Chaplain- 

c. Leadership in schools 


d. The hostels of Moria and Hurepiti 

e. Cultural exchanges 


f. Professional centres 


g. Orientation centres 



B. Proposed Solutions 

a. Welcome centres in the Church 
where the Gospel is the basis of 
human training and the education 
of children 

b. Creation of jobs 

c. Home for boys, in the cities and 
in rural areas, especially for young 
workers 

d. More emphasis on Polynesian culture 
(language, thought etc.) 

e. More emphasis on local resources 

f. Development of social services of 
the church 
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g. Training of the people responsible 
for the social services 

h. Strengthening of education centres 

i. Control and updating of informations 



Group discussion. 
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V - KIRIBATI 


FROM THE YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS OF 
THE KIRIBATI PROTESTANT CHURCH 

Presented by Enieru Ionatan 


1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The proper organisation of the YSS started 
in 1964, when an officer was appointed for that 
task, Rev. Oota Tioti, who is here with us today. 
The ages of 6 to 16 are in this group but our 
main concern is the KPC youth but the door 
is wide open for others too. 

There are 56 youth groups on the 23 islands. 
Each island has what we call a IYSS council, 
(Island Youth Sunday Schools), which looks after 
the youth groups on the island. 

Then there is the YSS Council which is 
the executive body of the YSS Assembly and helps 
the YSS officer and the education secretary in 
carrying out the decisions of the Assembly. 

2. AIMS 

A. That boys and girls grow up to fit into 
the local community. 

B. That boys and girls grow up to be good 
Christians. 




C. That boys and girls grow up to become 
useful members of society. 

3. ACHIEVEMENTS 

A. YSS was allowed to run its own 
Assembly in 1982. 

B. The Church set up a Christian Institute 
for Community Development (CICD) 
to cater and train school drop-outs. 

C. The Church set up mini-markers and 
small projects to deal with the output 
of CICD in order to earn some money 
and to create an income for the Church. 

D. YSS i3 to contribute $15,000 to the 
church in 1987 - 1988. 

E. We had a workshop on "education with 
a mission" 

4. PROBLEMS 

A. Not enough secondary schools. 

B. Unemployment. 

5. NEEDS 

A. Places to export our local products. 

B. Support for secondary education. 

C. PCC to work out youth meetings, pro¬ 
grammes and materials. 
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VI - NAURU 


FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL YOUTH 
FELLOWSHIP 

Presented by Roxen Agadio 


The Nauru Congregational Youth Fellowship 
is a body of Young Christian people from the 
Nauru Congregational Church. 

1. MEETINGS 

Every Tuesday afternoon at the Congrega¬ 
tional Hall from 5.30 to 6.30 p.m. 

2. ACTIVITIES 

During our meeting we have: 

A. Bible Studies. 

B. Discussion on any subjects prepared. 

C. Guest Speaker (by invitation) to speak 
on: 

a. Law & Problems. 

b. Health. 

c. Visiting other churches. 

d. Taking part in Church services (devo¬ 
tions). 
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e. Fund Raising. 

f. Singing plus music practice, 

g. Sports. 

3. OVERSEAS VISITS 


Last March 1986, we send two of our young 
people to the Christian World Mission Assembly 
in Kiribati. We are also invited to attend the 

United Church of Papua New Guinea Youth 
Assembly which will be held in December, 1986. 
We hope to send five people from our Youth 
Fellowship. 

4. CENTENIAL CELEBRATION 1887 - 1987 

The Centenial Celebration to m^rk the 

coming of Christianity to Nauru will take place 
in November 1987. Plans are underway and 

programmes of activities will take place from 
November this year 1986 to November 1987. 

We are looking forward to participate in 

this big celebration. 
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VII - NEW CALEDONIA 


FROM THE YOUTH GROUPS OF THE 
EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Presented by Michael Wallep 


1. YOUTH AND EVANGELISATION 

The efforts of our young people in evangeli¬ 
zation are guided by Pastor Jean Wete and we 
have put the emphasis on the main island 
(Grande-Terre). There are many tribes living 
in the mountains and access is often very diffi¬ 
cult, therefore we have to do services work, 
but we lack experience and also maturity in this 
area. 

2. YOUTH AND ECUMENISM 


We have to confess that our activities with 
regard to ecumenism are rather few especially 
due to our lack of initiative. But on the other 
hand our youth is very conscious of the necessity 
to share their faith with the youth of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Free Evangelical Church. 
With the different sects coming into New Cale¬ 
donia, the youth feel that ecumenical work is 
very important. It was one of the concerns 
expressed at the last general youth assembly 
on the island of Lifou. 

3. YOUTH AND DEVELOPMENT 


We have to acknowledge first that the Mela- 
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nesian youth has not been able to take part 
in the development of its country. This is 
because the young Kanaks experience great diffi¬ 
culties with a development scheme that does 
not relate to the goals and problems of their 
surroundings. Therefore it is important for us 
young people to determine what kind of society 
we want and what type of development goes 
with it. For the time being, we try to follow 
the development programmes based on the spiri¬ 
tual and cultural values of man carried out by 
our Church. 

4. YOUTH AND WITNESS 


The serious political troubles which have 
shaken our country have shown us the importance 
of a Christian witness in political life. We, the 
youth of Kanaky, have to be one in witnessing 
with all our brothers of the Pacific. 

5. THE SITUATION IN OUR COUNTRY 

The new French Prime Minister, Mr. Chirac, 
has changed our political status. As long as 
the plan for independence of the Kanak people 
is not considered by the French State, there 
cannot be justice and peace in our country. 

For our young people this is a very difficult 
situation and the danger of violence is always 
there. We ask our Pacific brothers to support 
us in our difficult task of "confessing Jesus 
Christ in the Pacific today." 

"May God stir up a new enthusiasm in us, 
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the Pacific Youth, to be His witnesses in the 
Pacific." 


See also Appendix 1 & 2 about New Caledonia. 



WCC presentation . 


53 



VIII - NIUE 


FROM THE EKALESIA NIUE YOUTH 
Presented by Kon Tiki Makani 


1. BACKGROUND OF THE YOUTH MOVEMENT 


From the 1960's onwards, the Ekalesia Niue 
(formerly LMS), organised occasional activities 
for youth, such as Boys' Brigade, Girls' Brigade, 
camps and Sunday Schools. 

It was not until 1970 that a formally 
registered Youth Body, namely Youth for Christ, 
was introduced. This was restricted to Ekalesia 
Niue youth and was very successful for the first 
few years, holding rallies, concerts, church 
services and fellowships and even attracting some 
youth from other minor denominations. 

However, this activitiy tapered off and 
enthusiasm declined. Sadly, the leaders had only 
limited leadership skills, training and knowledge, 
and slipped away from their commitments and 
responsibilities. YOUTH FOR CHRIST became 
disorientated, in desperate need of revival. For¬ 
tunately, the majority of leaders were also active 
in Boys' and Girls' Brigade and Sunday Schools. 

2. REASONS FOR THE FAILURE OF YOUTH 
' FOR CHRIST 

A. Lack in leadership skills and training 
among leaders. 
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B. No real commitment among members. 

C. Lack in spiritual teaching and the initi¬ 
ative to acquire skills. 

D. Communication breakdown between Youth 
leaders and Church elders. 

E. Western influence and traditional barriers 
affecting aspirational outlooks. 

F. Key figures at the leadership level being 
caught up in the population drift to 
New Zealand. 

Nevertheless, hopes by some Church leaders 
of Ekalesia Niue to revive Youth for Christ was 
never abandoned. This was probably due to 
threats posed by fast growing youth groups of 
Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists, Roman 
Catholics and Jehovah Witnesses. 

3. THE BIRTH OF EKALESIA NIUE YOUTH 

In 1982, the Ekalesia Niue, in the hope 
of protecting its youth from other threatening 
youth groups, reintroduced and revived Youth 
for Christ and called it a new name, "Ekalesia 
Niue Youth" - with respective congregations each 
having a group. 

Under the new name, the Niue Ekalesia 
Youth once again sprang into action with nume¬ 
rous aspirations. Among those aspirations, the 
main aim was to fully proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to all youth, together with the hope 
of intensifying the Glory of the body of Christ 
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as a church through rallies, fellowships, camping, 
outreach and other Gospel-related activities. 

Prominent activities were seen in this Youth 
organisation from 1984 up to now, such as Youth 
rallies held once every 3 months, church services 
on commemorable days such as Easter and Christ¬ 
mas, camping and inter-village Youth services 
and fellowships, all focussing on the spiritual 
welfare of youth. 

This Ekalesia Youth Body, however, did 
not create prominent activities only but it also 
stimulated the need of many youths at large 
to get involved in similar youth gatherings and 
activities. Various denominations and non-denomi- 
national youth groups, together with some 
concerned leaders of the Niue Ekalesia Youth, 
were aware of the need for unity of all Niue 
youth. Consequently, plan and meetings were 
held in 1982 to introduce an incorporated body 
for all the Niue Youth. 

4. THE CREATION OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH 

COUNCIL 

Two years later (1984), an incorporated 
body was finally established and formally intro¬ 
duced and registered under the name, "National 
Youth Council". 

This newly formed body unites youth from 
many different backgrounds, including the existing 
Niue Ekalesia Youth which contain approximately 
70% of Niue's entire youth population. The 
National Youth Council was introduced with many 
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objectives together with a "constitution and rules" 
of its own. The body was slow to get involved 
in any form of activities in the first year till 
the following year, 1985 - the International Year 
for Youth-when the body became very effective 
in its programmes. 

These included community projects such 
as helping village councils; helping disabled people 
who need labour; agricultural projects; sport 
activities between different groups, fund-raising 
and even fellowships and church services. 

In regard to the existence of the National 

Youth Council, the Niue Ekalesia Youth expressed 

great concerns especially in the area of religious 
indifference. Some of its groups went as far 
as having no involvement with the National Youth 
Council. To some groups, it was a total con¬ 
fusion. Currently, these two main Youth bodies 
still suffer from this problem of disunity and 
religious indifference. 

5. THE PRESENT SITUATION 

At the beginning of this year somehow, 

the problem of disunity between the two Youth 
bodies - subsided as a result of the National 
Youth Council's sudden decline in their activities. 
Unlike 1985 in fact, the NYC so far this year 
has never come up with any youth activities 

other than a few fund-raising dances and minor 
sport involvements. 

The Ekalesia Niue Youth on the other hand 
is still functioning as it was first started - except 
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that in May this year, the youth leadership camp 
was first introduced. 

6. MAJOR PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

The Youth life and activities in Niue as 
a whole, have a lot of major concerns, shortfalls 
and needs. There are major concerns in the 
area of long-term survival of the two existing 
bodies. 

The population of Niue comprises young 
and old, but at the youth level at the moment, 
it faces acute decline due to massive migration 
to New Zealand. With the remaining youth, the 
inflow of western culture, sparks moral decline 
and somehow becomes a hindrance to their 
interest to come together in unity. The problem 
of unity has also become the the main shortfall. 
Lack of skilful leadership, no real outreach pro¬ 
gramme, lack in spiritual teaching and upbringing, 
limited outside exposure in Gospel related activi¬ 
ties, lack of enthusiasm and discipline lack of 
commitments and aspirations are among these 
shortfalls. 

Needs are also great in the Niue Youth 
level. There are physical needs, intellectual 
needs, social needs, and above all spiritual needs. 
There is also a need for self-identity as many 
youth are gradually finding out that the increase 
in unemployment, the world unrest, unsatisfying 
joy from material gains creating no real meaning 
in life. There's a need to identify their position, 
goals, hopes and who they are, where they are 
going and what's the true meaning of life. 



7. FUTURE PROSPECTS AND CONCLUSION 


Future prospects for Youth Life and activi¬ 
ties in Niue look bleak and chances for unity, 
growth and prosperity are slim, unless all youths 
truly and sincerely commit their lives to Christ 
inspite of population decline, and then all spheres 
of Youth's life, physical, spiritual, social and 
mental will change. 

In concluding this report, I would like to 
call upon all youth representatives present here 
today to realise our oneness in Christ and the 
need to fight the battle together, starting in 
praying for each other. We are not fighting 
physical warfare but spiritual warfare against 
beings of darkness. The Youth, the voice of 
tomorrow, must learn NOW, TODAY how to fight 
as soldiers of Christ - claiming the Victory 
already demonstrated by our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
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IX - PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

FROM THE UNITED CHURCH IN PNG AND THE 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Presented by Mongols Kamiali 


1. FROM 1968 TO THE LATE 70's 


Christian Education was then given in 
schools, with a certain amount of training for 
youth leaders, but this system collapsed and the 
leaders gave up because the Church could pay 
no wages and therefore manpower declined. The 
country is so vast that the regions were never 
able to interact properly. 

2. FULL TIME NATIONAL CO-ORDINATOR 


It was only in 1986 that Jobson Misang 
was appointed full-time national co-ordinator 
for youth work, and he began by producing a 
booklet "UNITED CHURCH YOUTH POLICY 
STATEMENT", available in English. 

Another booklet, "SERVING LIKE JESUS", 
was the first of three books on Christian Commu¬ 
nity leadership, produced jointly by the Evangeli¬ 
cal Alliance, the Lutheran Church, the Roman 
Catholic, the S.D.A. and the United Church, for 
the Department of Youth and Development. 

The third booklet, entitled "YU STAP WE?" 
(Where do you live ) is in Pidgin. 



3. MAIN PROBLEMS NOWADAYS 

A. school dropouts, hooliganism, crime 
among youth. 

B. the only available activity was Bible 
Study, but the youth want a good life 
now on earth, not a promise of a better 
next life.... 

C. vocational schools suffer from financial 
problems, which limits their usefulness. 

D. dropouts and unemployed youth are 
discouraged and feel unwanted; both 
young and old should be concerned about 
them and their situation. 

E. man does not live by bread alone, but 
he must have bread; total human deve¬ 
lopment covers economic, social and 
political aspects of life as well as the 
spiritual dimension. 


This text is in fact taken from the Minutes, 
as there was no written report. 
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X - POHNPEI 


FROM THE YOUTH OF THE UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 

Presented by Harleen Hainrick 


1. INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES 


The United Church of Christ in Pohnpei 
consists of twenty eight churches. Total member¬ 
ship is roughly 14,000, approximately 50% of 
the total Pohnpei population. About 60% of the 
total membership in the United Church of Christ 
are under 25 years of age. There is a great 
demand for vigorous programmes for young 
people. The church is aware of this need and 
it is giving serious thoughts to ways and means 
of providing assistance to the youth population. 
The Church will welcome any helpful suggestions 
and offer of assistance. 

The United Church of Christ wishes to 
establish firm faith and trust in the Lord in the 
hearts and minds of the young people, to prepare 
them for the role of leadership in the Church, 
the community and to make them good citizens. 

2. ORGANISATION 


The United Church of Christ Council 
has among its representatives a Youth representa¬ 
tive, sitting on the Board. This representation 
is provided in the Council’s charter; 
The term of office is one year, but 



such a representative may be re-elected for 
additional terms. 

There is also another representative body, 
consisting of youth group officials from each 
individual church. This body elects its officers, 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Song Leader and Chaplain. 

In each member Church there is also a Youth 
Group. Its members are the young people from 
age 13 up to 25 years and in some instances 
older. This is the base group. At this level, 
the young people also have their own officers, 
President, Vice President, etc. and they also 
establish various committees and each committee 
has its own Chairman, Vice Chairman, etc. 

3. PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES 


The programme activities of the Youth 
Groups include the following: 

A. Church related activities including church 
services, singing groups, Bible classes, 
church to church visits, skits, singing, 
offerings. 

B. Sports competitions among Youth Groups 
from different churches, either on one 
to one basis or sometimes on multi¬ 
church groups. Such competitions take 
place in basket-ball games, volley-ball 
games, base-ball games, etc. All are 
played in the spirit of Christian fellow¬ 
ship and love, to help developing a sense 
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of oneness. 


C. Community services activities, which 
include cutting grass, planting fruit 

crops, helping building constructions 

in private homes, churches or community 
projects. 

4. ULTIMATE GOAL 

To help a young man or woman to commit 
his or her life fully is the ultimate goal of the 
United Church of Christ in Pohnpei. Your prayers 
and support are humbly solicited. 



XI - SOLOMON ISLAND 

FROM THE YOUTH GROUPS OF THE UNITED 
CHURCH OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND THE 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Presented by Ronald Ziru 


1. STRUCTURE OF THE YOUTH GROUPS 

Like all of you, the Youth of the United 
Church is involved and is always ready to meet 
regularly in Fellowship. Practically in all United 
Church Youth Organisations in circuits, villages, 
towns and so forth the following "Four Corner" 
structures are adopted: 

A. Devotion C. Social 

B. Education D. Helping hands 

2. ENCOURAGEMENT NEEDED 

While some Youth, activities in the Church 
are encouraged there is a silent acceptance in 
most cases. Programmes are planned and carried 
out by the young people alone. We would appre¬ 
ciate encouragement from the older people gene¬ 
ration. 

Therefore Church leaders and elders must 
be encouraged to support such activities. 

3. SOME DIFFICULTIES THAT YOUTH FACE 

IN THEIR GROUPS “ 

A. Lack of guidance for Bible Studies. 
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B. Lack of Counselling. 

C. Divided leadership. 

D. The tendency towards break-away youth 
groups is a painful experience. However, 
this comes about because of lack of 
proper programmes, including leadership 
training. 

4. YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES AND 

MARRIAGES 


Marriage is nearly always seen as the end 
of Youth Participation. But fresh efforts are 
being taken to rectify this situation. 
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XII - SOLOMON ISLAND 

FROM THE SOLOMON ISLAND YOUTH FOR 
CHRIST (SICA) 

Presented by Freda Rove 


1. THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME 


Solomon Islands Youth for Christ is the 
ecumenical body in the Solomon Islands. To 
clarify situations that may arise with regards 
to the name, it is not related to or has any ties 
with outside organisations carrying the same 
name. It functions solely within the Solomon 
Islands as a vision by one of the youth members, 
and is shared amongst a few more as it takes 
root and flourishes. 

2. A CO-ORDINATING BODY 

Today it is one of the effective groups 
that is reaching out to unsaved youths. But it 
only serves as a co-ordinating body. The execu¬ 
tive consists of all youth representatives who 
are office bearers and all presidents are part 
of the executive, as well as 3 ministers, one 
representing SICA, the other the Pacific 
Evangelistic Association (PEA), and the third 
the Assemblies of God. 

3. THE MEMBER CHURCHES 


Member churches are: 

- South Seas Evangelical Church 
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- United Church 

- Anglican Church 

- Catholic Church 

- Assemblies of God 

4. THE AIM OF THE SIYFC 


Its sole aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ 
as He is in His word. So the SIYFC brings 
together all youth groups in this monthly combined 
services to go out on missions together, to hold 
rallies together, to pray together and worship 
and share our needs together. 



Freda Rove answering a question . * 
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XIII - TONGA 


FROM THE TONGAN NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES YOUTH COMMITTEE 

Presented by Feke Mafi 


1. THE TNCC CONSTITUTION 

Included in the TNCC constitution is 
an article stating the support that must be 
offered to youth groups, and their various activi¬ 
ties. 

2. THE YOUTH COMMITTEE OF THE TNCC 

On May 5th 1984, the TNCC nominated 
three people, to start a youth committee, working 
together with the TNCC staff. 

The three reasons why TNCC formed 

a youth Committee are: 

A. TNCC saw in it a good opportunity 
for a lasting Christian Community. 

B. Youth groups not affiliated with 

Churches do not have the full support 
of their parents and other adults. 

C. Youth groups separated from Churches 
had their emphasis more on worldly 
things rather than on spiritual. 
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3. 


THE ROLE OF THE YOUTH COMMITTEE 


TNCC Youth Committee is not a Super 
Youth Organisation, rather, it is an Instrument, 
employed by TNCC to promote, facilitate and 
sustain practical and ecumenical youth movement. 

Practical - meaning, not just a talking but 
a committee for action. 

A. Youth sub-committees at village level. 

B. Quarterly youth service at village level. 

Ecumenical 

A. Breaks barriers that separate churches. 

B. Breaks down barriers of centralization. 

Youth movement is a process which en¬ 
ables young people t‘o grow to fullness of life! 

A. Bible studies 

B. Sports 

C. Social functions 

D. Training & scholarships. 

4. APPROPRIATE CHANNEL OF 
COMMUNICATION 

A. Local level - decisions made are only 

effective when supported 
by church leaders. 

B. International level - national youth 

strong united voice 
is better recognised 



when dealing with national 
/international issues. 


5. THE SUCCESS OF THE TNCC YOUTH 


It depends largely on the support and gui¬ 
dance of member Churches and their leaders, 
the voluntary workers and part time staff 
members of our Youth Committee. 
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XIV - TUVALU 


FROM THE TUVALU CHURCH YOUTH 
FELLOWSHIP 

Prepared by Sumalie Iosefa 
Presented by Teu Manuella 


1. INTRODUCTION 


Tuvalu is a cluster of nine low-lying atolls 
scattered over 1.3 million square kilometers of 
the Pacific Ocean. Despite this large mass of 
water, the total land area is only about 26 square 
kilometers. All islands are of coral formation 
seldom rising more than 4.6 meters above sea 
level. 


Life in Tuvalu is simple and there is little 
evidence of poverty. People maintain a reason¬ 
able standard of living by intensive exploitation 
of the sea, reefs and atolls. They are intensly 
loyal to their families and those who work abroad 
on the average, remit a substantial percentage 
of their wages. Other income sources come from 
copra, philatelic sales and handicrafts. 

The population of Tuvalu is approximately 
10,000 people. Ninety eight percent of the popu¬ 
lation belongs to the Church of Tuvalu and the 
rest are sectarian such as SDA, Jehovah 
Witnesses and Baha'is. The Church in Tuvalu still 
plays an important part in the lives of the 
people. The high percentage of Church atten¬ 
dance is probably the most obvious proof of the 
Church's continuing significance in Tuvalu and 
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I believe in other parts of the Pacific also. 
2. YOUTH MOVEMENT 


At present the Youth in Tuvalu is flourishing 
under the guidance of the National Youth Director 
working together with the National Youth Commi¬ 
ttee in Funafuti. On each island Youth work 
is under the care of the pastor working together 
with an island youth committee. The National 
Committee's purpose is to centralise all Youth 
activities within Tuvalu and to give aid and 
assistance to youth groups with particular needs. 
National events will be channelled through this 
committee then channelled through to the *local 
parish. 

3. AIMS & FUNCTIONS 

A. TYF General Aims: 

a. To confess Jesus Christ as God, our 
Lord and Saviour who is revealed in 
the Bible which is the infallible word 
of God. 

b. In our proclamation of the Gospel we 
recognise our call and responsibility 
to the Church, and will always endeavour 
to conduct our ministry to build up 
the local body of believers and serve 
the Church at National, regional and 
International levels. 

c. To promote recreational, educational 
and training programmes for youth in 
both the rural and urban areas. 
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d. To stimulate rural development by and 
for rural young people. 

e. To serve as the body for the exchange 
of information, experience and ideas 
on Christian education programmes, 
and ideas on development programmes 
for young people on the bases of Tuvalu 
National Plan. 

B. Specific Aims 

To provide consultancy on all matters 
relating to young people and to advise 
the Church and Government on Policies 
required (or needed) for the religious, 
economic, social and recreation develop¬ 
ment of youth. 

a. To collect and study the material con¬ 
cerning youth organisations in Tuvalu. 

b. To co-ordinate programme activities of 
various youth organisations in Tuvalu. 

c. To provide young people with the 
opportunities for activities, to be able 
to make decisions, take responsibilities 
for their own organisations to work 
together through national co-operation. 

d. To make available to youth groups 
necessary facilities when they are unable 
to provide for these as they prepare 
their own young groups to meet their 
religious, economic, social and recrea¬ 
tional needs. 
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With this clear statement of aims you can see 
our main thrust here is based on the International 
Year of Youth Theme: 

"Participation, Development and Peace." 

i. In Tuvalu we believe that Youth partici¬ 
pation refers to the active involvement 
of young people within society. Such 
involvement is both our right and our 
responsibility. Yet too often our lives 
are determined by decisions taken by 
other people on our behalf. Youth 
participation mean, true participation, 
not that taken by representatives and 
consultation which has too long passed 
for the real thing, and has often been 
used as a means of social control. 

ii. Development should enable individuals, 
communities, churches and society to 
realise their full potential. Personal 
and individual development is closely 
linked with process of local, national, 
regional and international development. 
The Government and Church of Tuvalu 
recognise that development is not only 
the establishment of infrastructure, 
but also has a human development as 
an integrated component. Development 
programmes must be devised recognising 
the particular and unique needs of 
Individual culture, religion, and visions. 
Development must be in the HOLISTIC 
sense. 
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iii. Peace is not merely the absence of 
war. It has a spiritual and human 
dimension. It applies within countries 
as well as between them. The responsi¬ 
bility of the Church and Government 
is to provide and promote a context 
in which such conditions of peace can 
be attained. 

Our responsibility as a Church is to share 
the Biblical message of peace through Christ 

our Lord. 

It is also very important for the young 
people in Tuvalu to be aware and stand in solida¬ 
rity with the suffering people of the Pacific on 
the issue of Nuclear holocaust, the issue of Free 
Pacific, independence for Kanak people of New 
Caledonia and other international issues such 

as the fight against apartheid. 

4. CONFESSING JESUS CHRIST IN TUVALU 

We confess Jesus Christ as: 

A. God a. John 1:1; Before anything 

else existed 

there was the 
word with God. 
He has always 

been alive as 
is himself God. 

b. John 20:2-8; "My Lord and 
my God" Thomas 
said. 
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B. Lord a. 1 Corinthians 1;9 "....He is 


the one 

who 

invited 

you 

into this 

won- 

derful 

world 

friendship 

with 

his son, 

even 

Christ our 

Lord." 


b. 2 Peter 1:11 ...."God will 

open the gates 
of heaven for 
you to enter 
into the eternal 
Kingdom of pur 
Lord and Savi¬ 
our Jesus 

Christ." 

C. Saviour a. Acts 5:31; "God exalted 

him to be a 
Prince and 

Saviour...." 

b. Acts 4:12 "There is salva¬ 

tion in no - one 
else".... 
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XV - VANUATU 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VANUATU 

Prepared by Christian Education Committee 
Presented by Johney Albert 


1. BACKGROUND 

The Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu was 
founded by Rev. John Geddie in 1848. Since 
then the Church has remained predominantly the 
biggest Church in the country. Its mission in 
the past was associated with providing medical 
and educational services and evangelism. 


During the 1960's all the Mission Primary 
Schools (except ONESUA Junior Secondary School) 
were handed over to the British and French joint 
administration. The main mission hospital was 
also handed over to the government - except 
for the clinics on various islands that have been 
only recently handed over to the control of 
the Vanuatu Government. 

As for languages, French and English are 
the working languages and Bislama is the National 
Language and is widely spoken and understood 
throughout the country. 

2. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

( CEP.) 

The Christian Education Department was 
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set up by the Church in 1960. Its primary role 
was to cater for the reviewing of Mission Primary 
and Secondary Schools curricula and Religious 
Instruction Syllabus. Emphasis was also focused 
on the Youth Ministry and in particular Youth 
Fellowships, Sunday Schools and production of 
teaching resources for the Church. 

The Christian Education Director is appointed 
by the Church and his responsibility is now to 
co-ordinate materials for Christian Education 
Workers, Sunday School Teachers and Pastors 
serving within parishes. 

3. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WORKER 

( CEW ). 

The Christian Education Workers are respon¬ 
sible to their Presbyteries which provide their 
salaries and travelling allowances. All teaching 
resources are provided by the department and 
made available for use in parishes. The Christian 
Education Workers' responsibilities involve the 
following aspects. 

A. Help set up new youth fellowship groups; 

B. Encourage existing youth fellowship groups* 

C. Provide studies for both youth and adultsj 

D. Teach Religious Instructions in Govern¬ 
ment Primary and Junior Secondary 
Schools - where necessary; 

E. Organise leadership courses for Sunday 


79 



School Leaders; 


F. Participate in government Youth Progra¬ 
mmes especially in rural areas; 

G. Produce the Sunday School curriculum 
for the Vanuatu Presbyterian Church. 

4 . CHURCH AND GOVERNMENT YOUTH 
PROGRAMMES 

A. The Vanuatu Christian Council (VCC) 

The VCC is an ecumenical body com¬ 
posed of the following Churches as 

members and observers. It was established 
in 1967. 

a. Member Churches 

-Presbyterian Church: 40,000 members 
-Catholic Church: 20,000 members 

-Anglican Church: 16,000 members 

-Churches of Christ: 6,000 members 
-Apostolic Church: 1,000 members 

b. Observer Member Churches 

-Assemblies of God: 1,000 members 

-SDA: 5,000 members 

B. THE VANUATU GOVERNMENT YOUTH 
POLICY 


It has been drafted and is now awaiting 
the Ministerial decision for implementation. 
Churches Youth Representatives, Government 
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Youth Ministry Officials and Rural Youth Voca¬ 
tional Centres Representatives participated in 
the Government organised workshop which made 
it possible for the production of the country's 
Youth Policy. 

C. Common Programmes 

The churches and the government encou¬ 
rages young people to participate in 

such programmes. For instance: 

a. Inter - Secondary Schools Fellowship 
and Witness. 

b. Inter-Secondary Schools sports. 

c. Inter-Islands sports and Evangelism. 

d. Inter. District Games (every two years). 

e. School leavers Vocational Centres. 

• f. 1985 -Year of Youth - Special focus 
on Youth Development at all level 

g. 1986 -Year of Peace: Emphasis laid 
upon Peace that is shared between 
all age groups and shown by the 
Ni-Vanuatu Youth. 

5. YOUTH VOCATIONAL CENTRES 


The Churches have set up Youth Vocational 
Centres that are run by various communities 
and provide lectures on Christian teaching and 
technical training for the Primary School leavers. 
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The government through its Social Affairs Depart¬ 
ment within the Ministry of Home Affairs and 
the National Community Development Trust 
(NGO) provide financial assistance to the above 
projects. The centres in most areas are built 
with local materials and friends from overseas, 
who come under Government Volunteer Scheme, 
are running these centres. 

The Presbyterian Church runs the Navota 
Training Farm for boys, Kitow (Kristen Institute 
of Wesisi) for both girls and boys and Onesua 
Community Education Centre for girls. 

6 . URBAN YOUTH MINISTRY 

It has been anticipated by the Vanuatu 
Christian Council that Urban Youth Ministry be 
j* 0 y[ 0 \y 0 d and studied for better understanding 
of accomodating youth needs in towns. The 
Committee has been formed to do the re-assess- 
ment of the Youth Ministry in the light of: 

* A. The Youth delinquency Problems. 

B. The Urban Drift. 

C. The Search for the meaning of life. 

D. The need for Centres for entertainment 
and counselling. 

E. Finance. 

It is hoped that such evaluation of the Youth 
Ministry will cater for the better understanding 
of "Know-How" and propose plans for future 
implementation. 



7. 


YOUTH AND SOCIAL CONCERNS 


The Youth are very much aware of their 
surroundings and flexible in their political 
ideology. They play an important role within 
the political and social development of the 
country. They also take an active part in the 
economic development. 

A. They are aware of the growing tension 
between rich and poor. 

B. They struggle with New Caledonia for politi¬ 
cal independence. 

C. They speak out for the Pacific Region 
Nuclear-Free Zone. 

D. They demonstrate for peace and justice 
for all people within the region of the South 
Pacific. 

8. PROPOSED PROGRAMME FOR ACTION 

A. Establish a Regional Youth Organisation 
outside the Pacific Conference of Churches 
(PCC). 

B. Encourage Pacific ethnic groups to have 
regular conferences between countries of 
the same group - e.g. Melanesian countries 
like Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu and New Caledonia etc... 

C. Possibility of setting up a Youth Magazine 
through PCC. 
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9. CONCLUSION 


We have presented you, very briefly, the 
Youth Ministry within the life of the Presbyterian 
Church of Vanuatu and the Government's Youth 
Policy throughout the country. 

The Committee wishes you success in your 
Regional Youth Meeting and supports you in our 
thoughts and prayers. 



XVI - WESTERN SAMOA 
REPORT FROM THE METHODIST YOUTH 
Presented by Talomua Mona 

Talomua stated that Samoa is a religious 
country. Some of the young people are trying 
to revive the Gospel not in the context of a 
Church, but in the spirit of God's family. There 
is a spiritual hunger even among people who 
practise outward religious rituals, but when asked 
what the word "Saviour" means, they have no 
answer. Sunday School teachers and others do 
not always set a good example; one can know 
the whole Bible by heart and not live according 
to the Gospel. Discipleship is an ongoing process, 
and consists less of knowing, than of doing. 

It is a pity to watch the urban drift when 
there is so much good land lying idle. Instead 
of becoming drifters in town, rural youth could 
develop banana plantations. There are so many 
needs to be met, but no-one should be discouraged 
if they could not meet all the needs; they should 
do the best they could. 

Talomua also added that his own training 
was for follow-up actions, so that the programmes 
or activities launched should not fade away for 
lack of motivation, or of interest. He stated 
that there would be from now on follow-up in 
future plans. 

Note : 

This is taken from the Minutes of the Confe¬ 
rence, as there was no formal text nor written 
report. 
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XVII - WESTERN SAMOA 

REPORT FROM THE CONGREGATIONALIST 
YOUTH 

Presented by Pepe Va'a 


Pepe Va'a stated that in this area, boys 
and girls over the age of 18 go to church every 
Sunday and attend Bible Study meetings, but that 
is all. He added that there were two Samoas 
to consider, Western Samoa and American Samoa, 
also that the Congregational Christian Church 
has now split into two, one for each political 
Samoa. 


Note: 


This is taken from the Minutes of the Confe¬ 
rence, as there was no formal text nor written 
report. 



REPORT FROM THE CONFERENCE 
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REPORT FROM THE PACIFIC YOUTH 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


1. THE VISION 

The vision of the young people that met 
at the Pacific Church Regional Youth Conference 
was to build an Ecumenical network of young 
people within the islands of the Pacific which 
would develop into a network linking the whole 
region of the Pacific. This regional network 
would help build the global ecumenical youth 
movement among the people of God in the world: 

A. to seek a clear understanding of our 
Christian faith and the claims of the 
Gospel for concrete personal and corpo¬ 
rate participation in our mission and 
struggle for justice and peace. 

B. to encourage youth to determine urgent 
frontiers for justice and peace both 
in their immediate context and within 
the larger community of the global ecu¬ 
menical youth movement in the light 
of a careful analysis of their situation 
and to set priorities for action. 

C. to share their resources and experience 
in mission locally and at various other 
levels and at the same time learn from 
each other ways and means in which 
to respond to the realities in positive 
action. 
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D. to create in youth an awareness of the 
underlying socio-economic and political 
forces at work in all societies and the 
effect it has on people. 

For this vision to come about in a more 
effective and useful way it is vitally important 
for young people to join hand in solidarity, com¬ 
bating the forces of evil in this world and making 
it a just and peaceful world according to the 

Will of God. 

Therefore our task is to continue God's 
redemptive work for the whole world through 
the whole Church. The vision to which all 
Christians are called remains Christ's; it is not 
owned by any Church or denomination. Christ 

has called the Church, women and men, young 

and old into being a means through which He 
continues to do his work of Justice and Peace, 
his redemptive work of healing, restoration and 

reconciliation of the world. He has challenged 
us to take a risk, to fight injustice and to stand 
in solidarity with the suffering. He has called 
us to be a New Community, a community chosen 
to proclaim God's wonderful deeds! 

2. COMMITMENT 


Confessing Jesus Christ in the Pacific today 
can only be effective if we make a close personal 
relationship with Christ through commitment. 

This commitment is an engagement between 
God and ourselves and our response to act in 
faith to do the Will of God. 


89 



3. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 


A. We, the young people, having noted the 
lack of communication between the islands 
and within our countries: 

Suggest improvement of communication on 
four levels: local, national, regional and 
global levels. 

a. On the local level we recommend : 

i) to develop youth visitation pro¬ 
grammes to go out and reach 
young people in rural and urban 
areas. 

ii) to facilitate the flow of infor¬ 
mation. 

b. On the national level we recommend: 

i) that the Church leaders of our 
countries meet and discuss the 
possibility of establishing national 
ecumenical youth committees. 

ii) that youth sub-committees in 
rural and urban areas within a 
country be set up for greater 
participation of young people. 

c. On the regional level we recommend: 

i) the establishment of a youth office 

within the Pacific Conference 
of Churches. 
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ii) the appointment of a full time 
Regional Youth Co-ordinator. 

- to co-ordinate national ecumeni¬ 
cal youth committees. 

- to encourage and strengthen 
the ecumenical youth movement 
in the Pacific Region. 

d. On the global level we recommend: 

i) that the Regional Youth Co-ordina- 
tor at the Youth Office in PCC 
shall be the main contact with 
world-wide Youth Movements. 

B. It is further recommended that a PACIFIC 
ECUMENICAL YOUTH COUNCIL be 
established which would comprise representa¬ 
tives from National Youth Committees as 
well as the Regional Youth Co-ordinator. 

C. To enable the growth of the ecumenical 
youth movement in the Pacific and to 
strengthen and support the new PACIFIC 
ECUMENICAL YOUTH COUNCIL, it is 
recommended: 

a. that a Youth Assembly be held in 1989. 


D. The presence of the Tahitian delegation 
focused attention on the nuclear issue and 
the lack of information about the catastro¬ 
phic effect of nuclear. 
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It was resolved: 


a. to share information through books, 

videos, films, and other forms of 

communication throughout the youth 

of the Pacific, particularly in French 
Polynesia. 

b. to act in support and advance the anti¬ 
nuclear movement and particularly focus 
on keeping the Pacific nuclear free. 

The strong call for support expressed by 
the delegation from New Caledonia for their 
struggle for independence had a forceful 
impact of concern. 

It was resolved: 

a. to act in solidarity with the Kanak 
people of New Caledonia and make 
the young people of the islands aware 
of the oppression and struggle of the 
Kanak people. 

b. to protest to the French Embassies 
about the continued colonisation of New 
Caledonia by France. 

c. to observe the 18th of November 1986 
as a day of fasting and prayer for New 
Caledonia in commemoration of the 
beginning of the Kanak joint action 
for liberation. 

Many of the national reports expressed con¬ 
cern over the growth and influences of the 



sectarian groups among young people in 
the islands. 

It was resolved: 

a. to study more about sects and expose 

the harmful effects of their involvement 
in the Pacific Islands. 

b. to make programmes for young people 

within the churches more effective 
so that young people are not drawn 
away from the main line churches into 
the many sects. 

G. Arising from the national reports were also 

the problems related to excess consumption 
of alcohol which have caused an increase 
of crime in the Pacific such as murder, 
rape, broken homes, teen-age pregnancies 
etc. 

With growing concern we resolve : 

a. that the Family Life programme of 
the PCC distribute material on alcohol 

related programmes to all youth 
groups of member churches. 

b, that PCC liaise with governments to 
study and implement programmes for 
unemployed and drifting Youth. 

H. In the deliberations, the participants of 
all islands expressed concern over young 
people of the Pacific being endangered by 
the negative influence of video tapes and 
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the effect of these video films on the beha¬ 
viour, morals and attitude of Pacific 
Islanders today. 

It was resolved : 

a. that the Church leaders liaise with the 
governments of the Pacific countries 
to censor and control the importation 
of video tapes and also to penalise 
pirates. 

4. CONCLUSION 


We, the young people of the Pacific, are 
deeply concerned by the above issues and 
request the General Secretary and Chair¬ 
person of the PCC and also all the delegates 
of the PCC 5th Assembly to seriously consi¬ 
der the above recommendations and 
resolutions in their support of young people 
in their Churches and their societies. 
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APPENDIX 1 


STATEMENT BY MICHAEL WALLEP, DELEGATE 
FROM THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF NEW 
CALEDONIA & THE LOYALTY ISLANDS 


HOW TO CONFESS JESUS CHRIST IN NEW 
CALEDONIA TODAY? 

Imagine a slave and his master; how can 
we confess Jesus Christ to this slave? 

Would it not be better to confess Jesus 
Christ first to the master, so that he in turn, 
can confess Jesus Christ by freeing his slave? 

That is why I appeal to you, Pacific brothers 
and sisters, in the name of the Kanak people 
and other exploited ethnic groups in New Cale¬ 
donia, and also in the name of the Evangelical 
Church which has come out in favour of indepen¬ 
dence; and most of all I speak for the youth, 
who have strongly encouraged and entrusted to 
me that I should share with this present Youth 
Meeting the consideration of the most serious 
problem in New Caledonia at present. 

I appeal to you, my Pacific brothers and 
sisters in the Lord: 

1. to show your solidarity in the Kanak people's 
present struggle; 

2. to expose the injustices to which the Kanaks 
are subjected; 
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3. to publicly declare your disagreement and 
displeasure at the presence of French colo¬ 
nialism in the Pacific; 

4. to make representation to your own govern¬ 
ments on behalf of the Kanak struggle; 

5. to remember all exploited and colonized 
people in your prayers. 

Kanaky is part of the Pacific. The Pacific 
cannot truly confess Jesus Christ when one 
member of its body is wounded. 


Michael Wallep at the General Assembly in Apia 
following the Youth Conference . 
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APPENDIX 2 

Proposal for a Petition 


His Excellency the Ambassador , 
Embassy of France, 

SUVA , 

Fiji. 


Nuku 1 alofa , 
September 12 , 1986. 


Your Excellency 9 

We 9 the young people from the various 
Christian Churches of the Pacific Islands 9 
namely 9 Pohnpei 9 Nauru 9 Western Samoa , Tuvalu 9 
Vanuatu 9 New Caledonia 9 Fiji 9 Kiribati 9 Niue 9 
Cook Islands 9 Solomon Islands , Papua New Guinea 9 
French Polynesia and Tonga , gathered together 
in a pre-Assembly meeting for the General 
Assembly of the Pacific Conference of Churches 
in Apia 9 have heard with great emotion the 
urgent appeal from the New Caledonia delegates 
for independence and freedom in their country. 

We hereby declare our solidarity with 
them in their legitimate aspirations , and 
request you to convey to your Government our 
entire support for the Kanak people 9 especially 
the youth 9 our brothers and sisters , in their 
struggle for independence and social justice. 

Yours faithfully 9 

The Chairman of the Youth 

Conference. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 


Father Tevita Koloamatangi making a point at 
the Youth Conference . 
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DELEGATES 


A. COOK ISLANDS 

1. Mr. Rima Williams Cook Island Christian 

Church, 

Youth Worker, 

P.O. Box 6, 

Auarua, 

RAROTONGA 

2. Mrs.Tungane Williams Cook Island Christian 

Church, 

Secretary, 

Rarotonga Boys' 

Brigade Council, 

C/- Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation, 

P.O. Box 97, 
RAROTONGA 

B. FIJI 

3. Mr. Jone Dauwe Anglican Church, 

St. Christopher's Home, 
Box 8232, 

Nakasi Post Office, 
NASINU. 

4. Mr. Samuela Koroi Methodist Church, 

Young People's Dept. 
Box 46, 

NAUSORI 

5. Ms. Rigamoto Nataniela Methodist Church, 

Young People's Dept. 
Box 46, 

NAUSORI. 
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6 . 


Ms. Lorine Zoing 


7. Mrs. Jacqueline Chu 


8. Mr. Gilbert Mootere 


Anglican Church 
ANZ Bank, 

P.O. Box 1031, 
LABASA 

C. FRENCH POLYNESIA 

Youth Group 
Evangelical Church, 
BP 113, 

Papeete, 

TAHITI 

Youth Group 
Evangelical Church, 
BP 113, 

Papeete, 

TAHITI 


D. KIRIBATI 

9. Rev. Erieru Ionatan Kiribati Protestant 

Church, 

Education Secretary, 
Antebuka, 

P.O. box 80, 

Bairiki, 

TARAWA 

10. Rev. Oota Tioti Kiribati Protestant 

Church, 

Antebuka, 

P.O. Box 80, 

Bairiki, 

TARAWA 


I 

% 


4 


100 



E. NAURU 


11. Mr. Roxen Agadio Nauru Congrega- 

tionlist Church, 

f Menen District, 

NAURU 

12. Ms. Jacinta Gadeang Nauru Congrega- 

tionalist Church, 
NAURU 

F. NEW CALEDONIA 

13. Ms. Cecile Kananou Youth Group 

Evangelical Church, 

. Tribu de Goaru, 

HOUAILOU 

14. Mr. Michael Wallep Youth Group 

Evangelical Church, 
Tribu de Fayaoue 
OUVEA 

G. NIUE 

15. Mr, Kon Tiki Makani Ekalesia Niue 

Segamanu, 

TAMAKAUTOGA 

H. PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

16. Rev. Mongola Kamiali United Church of 

, PNG & Sol. Is. 

Highland Regional 
Office, 

Box 35 - MENDI, 
Southern Highlands 
Province 
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17. Mr. David Petero 


United Church of 

PNG & S.I. 

P.O. Salamo, 

Milne Bay Province* 

I. POHNPEI 

18. Ms. Harleen Hainrick United Church of 

Christ, 

P.O. Box 392, 

Kolonia, 

Pohnpei 96941 

J. SOLOMON ISLANDS 

19. Ms. Philemon Riti SICA 

P,0. Box 556, 
HONIARA 

20. Ms. Freda Rove SICA 

Dental Clinic 
P.O. Box 349, 
HONIARA 

21. Mr. Ronald Ziru United Church 

P.O. Box 679, 
HONIARA 

K. TONGA 

22. Ms.'Otolata Fe'ao Methodist Church, 

P.O. Box 10, 

Pangai, 

HA'APAI 
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23. Mr. Mosese Lataimuti'atiola TNCC 

Rural Development 
Programme, 

P.O. Box 1205, 
NUKUALOFA 

24. Rev. T. Feke Mafi Church of Tonga, 

Director of Youth, 
P.O. Box 43, 
NUKU'ALOFA. 

25. Ms. Baba Tuipulotu Free Wesleyan Church 

of Tonga, 

P.O. Box 575, 
NUKU'ALOFA. 

L. TUVALU 

26. Rev. Sumalie Iosefa Tuvalu Church 

Director of Christian 
Education and Evan¬ 
gelism, 

P.O. Box 2, 

FUNAFUTI 

27. Ms.Teuleala Manuella Tuvalu Church 

P.O. Box 50, 

Vaiaku, 

FUNAFUTI 

M. VANUATU 

28. Mr. Johney Albert Presbyterian Church 

Lironessa Village 
Paama Island. 
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N. WESTERN SAMOA 


29. Mr. Latu Leaupepe Congregational Church 

C/- Ministry of 
Transport, 

P.O. Box 1607, 

APIA 

30. Mr. Talomua Mona Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 119, 

APIA 

31. Mr. Pepe Va'a N.C.C. 

Sapunaoa, 

FALEALILI 

OBSERVERS 

NEW ZEALAND 

32. Ms.Marii Tukukino Maori Anglican Church 

1175 Ferguson Drive, 
Upper Hutt, 
WELLINGTON 

TONGA 

33. Mr. Soana Fifita Catholic Church 

Commodities Board, 
NUKU'ALOFA 

34. Mr. Soana Hupeta Kaitapu Catholic Church 

P.O. Box 1039, 
NUKU'ALOFA 

35. Mr. Pulu Loto'ahea 'EUA Branch of TNCC 
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Vatulele, 

Angeta, 

'EUA. 

36. Fr. Tevita Koloamatangi St. Barnabas Church 

Box 864, 

NUKU'ALOFA. 

37. Ms, Mele Mone Free Wesleyan Church, 

P.O. Box 57, 
NUKU'ALOFA 

38. Rev. Lopeti Taufa Free Wesleyan Church 

P.O. Box 57, 
NUKU'ALOFA 

39. Ms. Ha'ofanga Taukeiaho Niuataputapu 

Branch of TNCC 
P.O. Box 57, 
NUKU'ALOFA. 

40. Fn Viliami Tohi Anglican Church 

P.O. Box 31, 

NUKU'ALOFA 

41. Mr. Kausangato Tonga Niuafo'ou Branch 

of TNCC, 

'Esia 

NIUAFO'OU 

42. Ms. Siale Tonga Vava'u Branch of 

TNCC 

Neiafu, 

VAVAU 
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43. Sr. Luisa Tupou Catholic Church 

P.O. Box 1092, 

NUKU'ALOFA 

44. Mr. Pita Vaiangina 'Eua Branch of TNCC 

'Ohonua, f 

'EUA. 

45. Ms.Fusi Laukau Vaki Evangelical Dept. 

of TNCC 
Neiafu, 

VAVA'U 

WCC OBSERVERS 

46. Prof. Bernado Cherinda AV. Base Ntchinga 

637, 

B.DA COOp, 

Maputo, 

MOZAMBIQUE 

47. Ms. Nirmala Fenn WCC Staff 

Youth Department 
Box 66, 

1211 GENEVA 12 
SWITZERLAND 

48. Rev. Sharon Johnson 11 Meadowbrook 

Avenue, 

Kingston 19, 

JAMAICA, 

WEST INDIES 

49. Mr. Jobson Misang Youth Co-ordinator- * 

United Church, 

Box 1317, 

Rabaul, 
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East New Britain, 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


50. Ms. Christine Muller Nordstrasse 3, 

NEUKIERITSCH 7207, 
GERMAN DEMO¬ 
CRATIC REPUBLIC. 

51. Mr. Andre Passa 46 Rue de l'Eglise, 

91370 VERRIER 

LE BUISSON, 
FRANCE. 

52. Mr. John Powell Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 357, 

SUVA, FIJI. 

53. Ms. Kalesita Wainiqolo C/- SN Alisi Waini- 

qolo, 

Ra Sub-divisional 
Hospital, 

RA, FIJI. 

54. Mr. Peter Williams WCC Photographer 

Box 66, 

1211 GENEVA 12, 
SWITZERLAND. 

55. Ms. Barbara Wood 2043 Kitchener St. 

VANCOUVER BC 
V5L - 2WG CANADA 
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PCC, LPP & TNCC STAFF 


56. 


57. 


58. 


59. 


60. 


Bishop Jabez Bryce 


Ms. Judith Denaro 


Bishop Patelisio Finau 


Ms. Keresi Sinusetaki 


Ms. Pippy Tonga 


PCC Chairman, 

P.O. Box 208, 

SUVA, FIJI. 

PCC 

P.O. Box 208, 

SUVA, FIJI. 

PCC Executive 

Committee Member, 
P.O. Box 208, 

SUVA, FIJI. 

LPP 

P.O. Box 2401, 
Government Buildings 
SUVA, FIJI. 

TNCC 

P.O. Box 156, 
NUKU'ALOFA, 

TONGA 


TRANSLATORS & INTERPRETERS 


61. Mr. Viliame Lolohea Service Etudiants 

Etrangers 
11 Rue Baudin, 

34000 - MONTPELLIER, 
FRANCE 


62. Mr. Noe Saksak 


Secretariat, 

Bishop's House, 

P.O. Box 59, 

PORT VILA, VANUATU 


* 


1 
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Evangelical Church 
P.O. Box 277, 

NOUMEA, 

NEW CALEDONIA 


63. Rev. Jean Wete 


64. Fr. Frank Zewen 


Catholic Church, 

P.O. Box 10, 

Taiohae, 

MARQUISAS ISLAND, 
FRENCH POLYNESIA 
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Photo Credits 


All the photos are from WCC-Peter Williams, 
except the photo on page 96 (PCC-Anne Quehen), 
and the photo on page 110 (LPP-Keresi Sinusetaki). 



A group of participants having an informal 
get-together after a session. 
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